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3 your Righteouſneſs ſhall exceed 


Fe R a neſs of the Scribes and 
Phariſees, ye all; in no caſe enter 


into the K; ingdom of . Heaven. 71 


8 the Motives which; the Goſpel 
propoſes to our Conſideration — 
the moſt perſwaſive, the moſt pre- 

> valent to engage the Attention of 
Beings that are capable o . being influenced by 
Hopes or Fears, ſo are it's: 3 the moſt 
excellent and pure, tending to the Improve 
ment and Perfection of our Natures, and wiſe- 
ly adapted to us, as reaſonable Creatures. The 
Rewards which it promiſes to our Obedience, 
are no leſs than everlaſting Happineſs in Hea- 
ven, and the Qualifications requiſite to entitle 
us thereto, are ſuch pious Affections, and 


Habits of Soul, as become Inhabitants of | 


ſuch bleſſed Regions, inward Purity and Ho- 
lineſs.-— Almoſt every Page in the New 
Teſtament inculcates the indiſpenſible Neceſ- 

fity of this. The Pattern which is 4 
for our Imitation is faultleſs and cables 
The * Captain of our Salvation, our great“ 
Forerunner, who in our Nature is entered into 
the Heavens, there to take Poſſeſſion in our 
A 2 | n 


> Heb. fl. 10, » Ibid, vi. 20. 


{47 
Stead, hath i out the Way for us, and 
< left. us an Example, that we ſhould follow 
his Steps, who did no Sin, neither was Guile 
found in his Mouth. if we would enter 
with him into tlie promiſed Poſſeſſion, we 
Wuſt be Partakers of his Holineſs. if we 
would ſecure our Intereſt in Chriſt as our Sa- 
viour, we muſt maintain an Union with, him 
as our Head, we muſt be ingrafted into him 
by his Spirit, and if the Root be holy fo 
ought alſo the Branches;,—If we would 
teap in Glory hereafter, we muſt firſt ſow in 
Righteouſneſs here, and bring forth our ? Fruit 
unte Holineſs. ——lIf we would plead the glo- 
rious Privilege of being adopted Sons with 
Chriſt, and Joint-Heirs with him, we muſt 
evidence the Seal of our Adoption, by con- 
forming ourſelves to the Will of our Hea- 
venly Father, and walk as = alſo _— 
ho was obedient in all Things gabe II 

If we would be 1 by ln in the 
laſt Day as his People, we muſt depart here 

ftom Auma This laſt Paſſage of Seripture 
is ſo very expreſs, that it excludes all Preten- 
ſions whatſoever to the Salvation of Chtiſt, 
which Men are vainly apt to depend upon, un- 
leſs ſupported by real Holineſs, by ® keeping 
the Commandments: A bare F amn! in Chriſt, 
will give us no Claim, not though it were 
ſtrong enough, as St Paul aſſures us, to re- 
move Mountains, and our Saviour ſays * 
a | | X CA 


e 1 pet. ii. 21. 4 Heb. xii.-10. e Rom: viii. g. Joh. 
miei xi. 6. id. vi. 22. Job. i 13. 
Rom. viii, 17. k 1 Joh. ii. 6. 1 Matt. vii. 2. 
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call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the Things, 
which I fay, why do you profeſs to believe in 
me as your Lord, and Saviour, and refuſe Obe- 
dience to my Commands: No high Attain- 
ments in Knowledge and Learning, not great 
natural Endowments, though we could * ſpeak 
with the Tongues of Men, and of Angels; nor 
the extraordinary, and ſupernatural Powers f 
the Spirit, though we ſhould arrive at? pro- 
pheſying in his Name, and in his Name were 
able to do many wonderful Works; yet theſe 
outward Indications of the Spirit would ſtand 
us in no ſtead“, unleſs accompanied with his 
ſanctifying Gr Res within, for except we liſten to 
his Holy Suggeſtions in our Souls, obey his 
Dictates in being 3 renewed in the Spirit of our 
Minds ; except we be born again, and be 
conyerted, and, as to Guile and Malice, become 
as litile Children, except we * crucify the Fleſh; 
with it's Aﬀections and Luſts, except our Righs 
teouſneſs ſhall exeeed the Righteouſneſs of the 
Scribes, and Phariſees, ave ſhall in no caſe enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven, - | 
„ 1 Cor. xii. 1. Þ Matt. vii. 22. * Ph 
The Spirit of God in Prophecy came upon San and Ba- 
laam, 2 Pet. ii. 15. who loved the Wages of Unrighteouſneſs: 
The Spirit of God came mightily upon Sampſon in endowing 
him with ſupernatural Power for the Deliverance of his People ; 
and the Spirit of Wiſdom reſted. on 4hithophel, 2 Sam. 16..28. 
Thus it manifeſted” itſelf in theſe Men as the Spirit of Power, 
their moral Characters were far from being juſtifiable, their Ex- 
amples unfit for our Imitation, and their Ends deplorable; but 
then only when it reſts upon Men as the Spirit of Holineſs, is 
it the Seal and Earneſt of their Adoption. ab 
4 Epheſ. iv. 23. „ Joh. iii. 3, . Matt, xvitt. 3, 
& Gal. v. 24. 4 ? — * „ tld. a 2 
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In diſcourfing upon theſe Words, I ſhall firſt 
of all ſhew wherein the Scribes and Phariſees 
made their Righteouſneſs to conſiſt, 
Secondly, Draw a Parallel between theſe an- 
tient Doctors in the Jewiſh, and their modern 

Followers in the Chriſtian Church. 

Thirdly, Shew wherein that Goſpel-Righ- | 

teouſneſs does confiſt, that will gain us Ad- 
miſſion into the Kingdom of Heaven, and then 
conclude with a proper Application. 

It is not material here to enter into a long 
and critical Enquiry who theſe Scribes and 
| Phariſees were, or when they firſt ſprung up, 

whom our Saviour reproves with fo much Bit- 

terneſs, and brands with ſuch odious Charac- 

ters; let i it be ſufficient to obſerve, © That the 
" Scribes were the principal Officers and Doc- 
* tors in the Jewiſh Law, whoſe Bufineſs it 
was to write and interpret the Scriptures ; 
« ag there is no mention of them before the 
Times of Ezra, probably they were firſt 
* inſtituted by the J-ws, after their Return 
* from the Babyloniſh Captivity upon the 
e ceaſing of Prophecy, The Phariſees were 
*« a noted Set amongſt them, ſo called, as the 
* Etymology of the Name imports, becauſe 
<< ſeparated as it were from the reſt, by their 
e profefling a greater Shew of Holineſs, and a 
more religious Obſervance of the Law, 
They were in the higheſt Eſteem among 
* the Jews in our Saviour's Time, they were 
the Fathers of Tradition, and their Doc- 
«« trines were put upon a Level with the writ- 
ten Word of God, But God ſeeth 1 as 
an 
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Man ſeeth, his Thoughts are not as our 
Thoughts, he judgeth not from outward Ap- 
pearances but from the inward Diſpoſitions, 
and Sincerity of the Heart; and if that be 
corrupt, or influenced by ſelfiſh and worldly 
Views, or any other Motives, than the Fear, 
and Love of him, rejects with Scorn and In- 
dignation all external acts of Religion, for what- 
ſoever of this Kind may be highly approved of 
by Men, is Abomination in the Sight of God. 
And ſuch was the Righteouſneſs wherein the 
Scribes and Phariſees truſted, which met with 
the higheſt Applauſe from Men, but which our 
Saviour condemns as ineffectual to Salvation. 
Firſt it aimed at a wrong End, the Eſteem 
and Praiſe of Men, but not that of God. All 
their Works they did, ſays our Saviour, for to 
be ſeen of Men. It is one Thing to let Men 
ſee our good Works, with this Intent, that 
they may be induced to imitate them, and 
thereby glorify our Father which is in Hea- 
ven; another Thing to do them only to be ſeen 
of Men, out of Oſtentation and Vain-Glory, to 
gain their empty Applauſe and Admiration.— 
Under this Head is to be ranked their Pagean- 
try in diſtributing their Alms in their Syna- 
gogues, in the moſt open and publick Places, 
—the recital of the'Shema, their Daily Prayers, 
in the Markets and the Corners of the Streets 
the publiſhing their frequent Faſtings and Mor- 
tifications to the World, by appearing abroad 
in a neglected mournful Dreſs, and a disfigured 
Countenance, Thus they endeavoured to keep 


vp « Form of Sn 


2 5 2 —_— = * a 7 7 
* 9 * 7 * i < $ * 118 9 * 
4 92 * e 
2 4 F 5 
f a , 
- FX 1 - < |: 
. . 
4 F = 
* 2 — 
* - : = 
* 
. - 
. 4 
Py 7 
F . 


8 * . PET bo * N 
* 3 > , 
> Mes = 9 = - 
A ae eo. Fe * . 


5 * o i ie . a N 
> W * — K c G 5 
- , * 
# ©® PO, " 
0 ST, * 4 
\ 1 
5 . 
84 
[ | 
1 . 


fame Time: that they refuſed to. admit the 
Power of it into their Hearts. Hence ſprung 
their Singularity in wearing their PhylaCteries 
broader than others, and of enlarging the 
Borders of their Garments ; not out of any Re- 
ſpec, or Religious Veneration for the Law, that 
they might become great in the Sight of God, 
but in the Eyes of Men, that they might pro- 
cure, thereby, Honour and Reſpect, the upper- 
moit Rooms at Feaſts, and the chief Seats in 
the Synagogues, Homage and Reverence when 
they appeared in Publick, and the honourable 
Appellations of Rabbi, Maſter, Father. —They 
made long and frequent Prayers, with Deſign 
only to impoſe upon the Weak and Unwary, 
and under a Shew of being devout Religious 
Men, to devour more eaſily Widows Houſes. — 
- To this fame Principle of Vain-Glory muſt 
we aſcribe their great Zeal, which they pre- 
tended to have for Religion, but it was only to 
ſupport their own Party, and to ſound their 
_ own Praiſe more extenſively, that they com- 
paſſed Sea and Land to make one Proſelyte. 
—And as their Righteouſneſs was faulty, in 
that it was influenced by wrong Motives, and 
- purſued. falſe Ends; ſo was it farther blame- 
able, in that it was ſometimes defective, and 
did not extend to the whole Law of God, at 
other times redundant and launched out into 
Superſtition. Under a Pretence of being the 
ſole. Interpreters of the Scriptures, they took a- 
way the Key of Knowledge from the Peo= 4 
ple. They perverted the ſeveral Paſſages relat- 7 I 
ing to the expected Mefſiab, by impoſing 1 LY 
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them a Senſe ſuited to their Notions of tempo- 
ral Wealth, and worldly Grandeur; thereby 
ſhutting up the Kingdom of Heaven x on 
Men, for they neither entered in themſelves, 
neither ſuffered they thoſe that were entering 
togo in. At other times by their falſe Gloſſes, 
and caſuiſtical nice Diſtinctions, they expound- 
ed away the plain Intent and Meaning of the 
Scriptures, and rendered the Word of God by 
this Means of none Effect. Thus, in a great 
Meaſure, they expunged the third Command- 
ment, when they taught that Men might 
ſafely ſwear by the Creatures, and though they 
ſhould violate their Oaths, eſcape the Guilt of 
Perjury ; that if a Man ſwore by the Temple, 
or by the Altar, it was nothing, but if by the 
Gold of the Temple, or the Gift upon the Al- 
tar, he was bound, that is he was obliged, to 
keep his Oath. By theſe knaviſh Evaſions 
they granted Men a Licence to tranſgreſs the 
Commandment, only they endeavoured to im- 
print a greater Veneration for the Gifts and 
Offering of the Temple, for mere filthy Lucre's 
Sake. But as if it was not ſufficient to evade 
the Commandments by ſuch equivocal Subterfu- 
ges, they erected a more formidable Battery, the 
more effectually to curb and reſtrain the 
Power of the written Word, and that under a 
Pretence of ſecuring and defending it; I mean 
their Oral Law, the Traditions of their Elders, 
which they made to be of equal Authority with 
"= the Written Law; nay often adhered to it in 
wdirect Oppoſition to the Commandment of 
© God; a remarkable Inſtance of which, with 
C B Regard 


4 
3 * . 3 


— r w Ä ITE en OE on”, 3 


—. N N * * * 
* a - 


Bw * * — 
* [4 * . : 


| Regard to the fifth Commandment our Saviour 
mentions, Matth. xv. 4. God ſaid, Honour thy 
Father and Mother. Reſpect and reverence 
thy Parents, ſubmit thyſelf to them, and if 
they are neceſſitous ſupport and aſſiſt them, ac- 
cording to thy Power. But, on the contrary, 
their Maſters of Tradition taught, whoſoever 
ſhall ſay to his Father or his Mother, Corban, that 
is, it is a Gift, by whatſoever thou mighteſt be 

rofited by me, and honour not his Father or 
hi Mother, he ſhall be free ; That is whoſo- 
ever ſhall bind himſelf by a raſh Oath, not 
to relieve the Neceſſities of his Parents; or vow 
to give to ſome pious Uſe, what ſhould other- 
wiſe have been laid out in their Relief and 
Support, ſhall be free from any Obligation 
of Duty to his Parents. | 
But however by theſe Artifices their Righ- 
teouſneſs was defective, and fell ſhort of the 
weightier Matters of the Law, of fulfilling the 
Duties of Judgment, Mercy, and Faith; yet 
it muſt be confeſſed, that in leſſer Matters they 
were ſcrupulouſly exact, and rigorouſly inſiſted 
on more than what was expreſsly commanded. 
They ſtrained at a Gnat, at the fame Time 
that they ſwallowed a Camel; in trivial Things, 
that did not intrench upon their Pride, their 
Covetouſneſs, or no ways contradicted their 
beloved Luſts, they were righteous above the 
Precept; witneſs their ſuperſtitious waſhings 
of Cups and Veſſels, their frequent Luſtra- 
tions, for. fear of being defiled, whilſt they 
neglected to cleanſe and purify the Heart, from 
whence muſt come every Thing that can de- 
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file the Man; their frivolous Rules as to the 
Form and Make of their Phylacteries before- 


mentioned; their voluntary Faſts, and pay- 


ing Tythes of the moſt minute Things, ſuch 
as Mint, Aniſe, and Cummin, which it was 
doubtful, whether they were enjoined by the 


Law or no. But to compleat their Hypocriſy, 


while they build up the Tombs of the Pro- 
phets, and garniſh the Sepulchres of the Righ- 
teous, while they ſeem to condemn, and en- 
deavour to atone for the Wickedneſs of their 
Forefathers in killing God's holy Prophets, by 
honouring their Relicks with ' ſtately Monu- 
ments, at the ſame Time they are implacably 
bent upon perſecuting and murthering their 


living Succeſſors. The meek, the humble, 


pious, and innocent Deportment of the Holy 
Jeſus, ſo viſibly upbraided their proud haughty 
and ſupercilious Behaviour; the intrinſic Ex- 
cellency and Purity of the DoQtines which he 
taught, as well as the Authority with which 
he delivered them to the People, were ſuch a 
glaring Reproach upon their dull lifeleſs Forms, 
their painted outſide Shew of Godlineſs, that 
at all Events they were reſolved to remove the 
hated Object from their Sight, as unfit to live; 
and accordingly, to fill up the Meaſure of the 
Iniquity of their Forefathers, they crucified 
the Lord of Glory. No Wonder then, as 
the Diſciple is not above his Maſter, that they 
breathed out Threatening and Slaughter a- 
gainſt his Followers, purſued them: from City 
to City, and perſecuted them even unto Death. 
Piety, when dormant and filent in the Grave, 
{135 > OY a 


[22] 
gives no Offence; but whilſt alive, is always 
the Object of Malice, and Perſecution to Hy- 
pocrites, and ſuperſtitious Men. 0 
That it was. not without good Grounds, that 
our bleſſed Saviour paſſed ſuch ſevere and 
harſh Cenſures upon the Scribes and Phariſees, 
their own Writings will abundantly juſtify 
him *. It would be an eaſy Matter to con- 
firm every Particular which he charges upon 
them out of their own Oral Law ; which as 
they pretend was given by God himſelf to 
Moſes upon Mount Sinai, at the ſame Time 
with the written Law, and was handed down 
by Tradition to Joſua, from him to the El- 
ders, ſo to the Judges, and from one Genera- 
tion to another, till the Deſtruction of the ſe- 
cond Temple; when, after the Diſperſion of the 
Jes, for fear it ſhould be loſt, it was com- 
mitted to writing by Rabbi Juda in a Book 
intituled the Miſna; the Gemaras, or Inter- 
pretations, of which has been ſince ſwelled into 
many large Volumes by their Talmudic Wri- 
ters. But as this would be not only an un- 
neceſſary Taſk, but unpleaſant to a Chriſtian 
Audience, I ſhall wave it with this general 
Obſervation, that had our Saviour charged 
them falſely with invalidating and mutilating 
the Word of God by their vain Tradi- 
tions, how eaſy would it have been for them 
to have cleared themſelves from the Imputa- 
tion, by denying that they maintained any ſuch 
Poctrines; how eaſy to have perſuaded their 
i om ei , ' - 
* Sce Wattor's Miſcellaneous Diſcourſes relating to the Tra- 
„ of the Scribeqgud Phariſees, * © 
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Poſterity, that the Account given of them in 
the Goſpel was falſe. and unjuſt, by vamping 
a-new their traditionary Laws, and expung- 
ing thoſe, which had been condemned by our 
Saviour ; but when the Pourtrait they give of 
themſelves in the Miſna, tallies ſo exactly with 
the Character recorded of them in the Goſpel, 
when above one Hundred Years after, the 
ſame Tenets are committed to writing, the 
fame Ulſages religiouſly obſerved, and the ſame 
Principles avowed even at this Day; what a 
ſtanding Monument is this of their obſtinate 
vile Hypocriſy, and a ſtrong Confirmation to 
us, from the Mouth of an Adverſary of the 
But is Hypocriſy in Religion ſolely of the 
Growth of the Land of Fudea?— Is it a 
Weed that only overſpread, and choaked the 
good Seed the Word of God under the Moſaic 
Diſpenſation ?— Or are Impoſitions of human 
Doctrines, inſtead of the Commandments of 
| God, a ſubſtituting of Will-Worſhip, and our 
own Righteouſneſs, inſtead of the Righteouſ- 
neſs of God, only criminal in the Scribes and 
| Phariſces?— Nay ; but as in every Nation 
they that fear him, and work his Righteouſ- 
neſs are accepted by him, ſo the formal Hy- 
pocrite, that reſts in the Externals of Religion, 
that contents himſelf with a Form of Godli- 
neſs, and denies the Power of it in his Life 
and Converſation, of whatever Communion, 
under whatever Diſpenſation, will his Soul ab- 
hor, after ſuch dreadful Woes denounced in 
the Goſpel againſt the Scribes and Phariſces ; 
Wy es does 


4241 
does it not merit our Amazement that any of 
their Leaven ſhould be found amongſt thoſe 
who ſtile themſelves Chriſtians, - nay, who 
would, excluſive of all others, arrogate tothem- 
ſelves that high and glorious Title ; and yet 
whoever does but attentively read over the 
_ Twenty-third Chapter of St Matthew's and 
the Eleventh of St Luke's Goſpel, will not be 
long at a Loſs to point out a modern Copy 
to that old Original; the Pourtraits are ſo a- 
like, that he will be apt to think the De- 
nunciations therein contained were not ſo 
much deſigned againſt Errors, that then exi- 
ſted in the Few:/h, as Prophetical, and by 
way of Terror levelled againſt the like Cor- 
ruptions, which ſhould afterwards be intro- 
duced into the Chriſtian Church. The Con- 
formity between Pagan and Chriſtian Rome has 
been already expoſed by a late Writer, with 

reſpect to it's Rites and Ceremonies; and if we 
compare the Doctrines, by which the Church 
of Rome ſtands diſtinguiſhed from others of the 
Chriſtian Profeſſion, to thoſe of the Scribes 
and Phariſees, we ſhall find as ſurpriſing a Re- 
ſemblance ; not that I believe the one copyed 
after the other, but that they are both Origi- 
nals in their Kind, and that the Likeneſs be- 
tween them ariſes from the ſame depraved 
Principles of human Nature, which tired of 
proceeding on in the ſtrait and rugged Paths 
of Piety, and moral Virtues, the high Road to 
Heaven, is apt to ſtrike out to itſelf eafier 
Ways, in Compliance with it's own corrupt 

Inclinations. . . 

Did 


Es 


Did the Scribes and Phariſees pride them- 
ſelves in being Deſcendants of the Stock of 
Abraham, Matth, iii. 9. no leſs do theſe in be- 


ing the Succeſſors of St Peter, and would ex- 


clude all from a Poſſibility of being ſaved, who 


are not of their Communion : But as they only | 


were to be accounted the genuine Seed of 


Abraham, that did his Works, and God, if he 


had ſo pleaſed, even from Stocks, and Stones, 


could have raiſed up Children unto Abraham ; 


ſo ſuppoſing theſe latter could make out their 
lineal Deſcent without interruption from St Pe- 
ter, it would avail them nothing, without at 
the ſame Time they could evidence in their 
Lives and Doctrines, the Examplarineſs and 
Soundneſs of that great Apoſtle. | 

The Scribes and Phariſes laid the whole 
Streſs of their Religion in outward Obſervan- 
ces, and does not modern Hypocriſy wear the 
ſame Garb, and tread in the ſame Steps ; They 
made broad their Phylacteries, and enlarged the 
borders of their Garments ; they faſted twice in 
the Week, diſtributed their Alms in Public, 
made many and long Prayers, and reckoned 
it a Sin to neglect the Recital of the Sema 
Morning and Evening; ſo theſe rely upon the 
Opus Operatum, they teach that their Works 
are meritorious, and can lay up a Stock of 


Merits for the Church; have multiplied their 


* Orders, diſtinguiſhed by the Singula- 


rity of their ſeveral fantaſtical Habits ; en- 
joined the Obſervance of frequent Faſts, and 
abſtaining from particular Meats ; the Repe- 
tition of ſo many Daily Prayers, ſo many Ave 
Marias, 


— — On lum - 


[6] 
Marias, ſo many PaterNofters ; and howevet 
immoral otherwiſe Men may be, 2 if they 
comply with the Injunctions of the Church, 
and ſubmit to her Penance, which generally 
conſiſts in the Labour of the Lips, in repeating 
Prayers in an unknown Tongue, or bodi 
Chaſtiſements, the pretended Vicar of Chriſt 
has Store of Pardons, Abſolutions, and Indul- 
gences, which he never fails to grant out of 
the Plenitude of his Apoſtolical Power to any, 
but thoſe, who are not able to purchaſe then! * 
and if Men bequeath their Alms liberally to 
the Church, but in their laſt Moments, none 
need deſpair, they have ſtill in Reſerve Maſſes 
for the Dead. That no Wonder one of their 
own Popes, confidering how miſerably they 
have defaced the Goſpel by their vain Addi- 
tions, and Superſtructure, ſhould cry out 


Quanti nobis profuit hæc de Chrifto fabula? 


How gainful to us has this Fable of Chriſt 
been? It muſt be the real Senſe of the Ge- 
nerality of their Doctors and learned Men, 
would they but as ingenuouſly declare their in- 
ward Sentiments. Foo | 
The Phariſees of old were diftinguiſhed for 
their frequent Waſhings, and Cleanſings of 
Cups and Veſſels; their modern Followers, 
for their Croſſings, and Sprinklings with Holy 
Water, not only of Men but Horſes and 
other Animals. They compaſſed Sea and 
Land to make one Profelyte ; and what Diſ- 
guiſes, what Forms, will not a Papiſt appear 
In, to allure the Unwary into their Perſwation ? 
The Scribes and Phariſees took away the * 
0 


1 3 
of Kanute, they locked up the Scriptures 
from the People, under a Pretence of 5 
the ſole Right of interpreting them; in lues 
Manner have the Ramaniſis denied the People 
the UIſe of the Scriptures, they have: for many 
Ages kept them ſealed up in an unknomn 
Tongue; and when at the Dawn of the Re- 
formation, they could not any longer reſtrain 
them [from whe! Peruſal of ithery them, (after thoy 
cache to be tranſlated into the Valgar Tongue) 
they:endeavoured by falſe Gloſſas , and ac 
rupt Tmnſlation, to make them ſpeak the 
Sele ; of heir Church, and to patronize their 
Superſtitions, and idolatrous Ufages. Our Sa- 
viour cenſures the Scribes and Ehatiſees for 
vacating the Commandments by their Caſuiſti- 
cal nice Niſtinctions. And do nat F apiſts by 
the ſame Kind of Sophildry:cvatie — Com- 
mandments of God; nay, in great Meaſure 
expunge the Precepts af bath T. Tables.” Thus 
by diftioguiſtiing where tlie Goſpel 

no Diſtinction, batueen de adde, the 
Worſhip that is due the Supreme Boing, 
and an inferior Kind of Worſhip, Which, ras 
they pretend, —— to bo paid to Seints / and ; 
Angels, 3 ditcarded the ſecond 
Commandment, that they may pay it Ci ca- 
res, o mere Stocks and Stones, hs Homage, 

' Which 2is: due only to the Creator Gad bleſſed 
for er. Whilſt they: teach that Faith -is:£ 

500 e 1 pron (that is) witithdfe, 
| 74 To Koh my 1 


Sede Nbenzbb Tnuſation Ser a a Treatiſe entituled, 
an E nemy to Scripture. 


has made 


18 
be in the Way, which they call Eerech, are 
perſwaded that ſo ought they to worſhip the 
God of their Fathers) and that all, who-would 
-approve'themſelves true Catholicks, ſhould en- 
deavour to root them out with Fire and Sword. 
hat Princes excommunicated” by the 
Pope, may be lawfully dethroned; de the: 
not open a wide Door to the blackeſt of 
Ctimes, ſuch: as Perjury, Lying and Diſſimu- 
(lation, Fraud, Violence, Sedition, Rebellion, 
Murder, Maſſacres, and Aſſaſſinations? Do 
they not ſet Men looſe from all the Duties of 
08 iceand Charity, which they owe” to their 
Neigbbour, and which/the Chriſtian: Religion 
o forcibly mculcates and requires from us even 
to dur very Enemies ? That I doi not miſre- 
preſent them in otdet to ruiſe your Indigna- 
tion and Abhorrence, conſult the Annals of 
a moſt Nations in Eurupe and your will find 
e:that their Practice ind: Actions have aW] s 
© been conſonant and agteeable to theſe Principles; 
sone was condemnediby them to the Flames 
as being a Heretic, aſter he had been ſolemnly 
invited to intruſt Bio Herſoh in their Power, 
band the publick Faith given» for his ſafe Re- 
turn. Kings and Emperors have been diveſted 
- of their Authority, and obliged by their Re- 
bpellious Subjects, (who have withdrawn their 
| bAlllegiknce at the Inſtigation of ther Fope's 
Bulls, ) to ſue in the moſt abject Poſtures at 
the Feet / of theſe inſolent Uſurpets, for the 
cRefſtitution of their Power and Dignity. 
General, Maſlacres have been encouraged, and 


4 * 
Ain! 
* 


openly 


— * * 
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openly avowed ; FL. that diſmal Slaughter, 8. 


of the chief of the Hugonots aſſembled at 
Paris, and invited thither under the ſhew ole. * 
Friendſhip, and an entire Reconciliation, wit- 
neſs the intended Blaſt, that was deſigned: by 
theſe Workers in Darkneſs. againſt the Eſtates 
of this Realm aſſembled in Parliament; wit- 
nels the more ſucceſsful Execution of their 
Malice, in the Deſtruction of ſo many Thou- 
fand Proteſtant Families in Treland, in the 
Reign of King Charles the Firſt. And where 
their. Power has not been © prevalent when 
the Bruta Fulmina of their have not. 
met with that blind, implicit Obedience, nor 
ſtruck that Dread and Awe into the Subject, 
then have they had recourſe to ſecret Trea- 
chery, and employed the daring Hand of the 
nightly Ruffian, who has accompliſhed. their 
wicked Deligns by the Stabs of t e concealed 
Dagger. But to return: 5 

Did the Phariſees maintain their Oral Law) 
to be of equal Authority with the written 
Word of God; ſo have others. ſince them, 
maintained the Traditions of the Church, nay. 
ſet them up above the Scriptures; from: 
whence, as from an Arſenal big with Inſtru- 
ments of Deſtruction, have they drawn their 
moſt deſtructive Artillery, and levelled it a- 
2 inſt true Piety, and real Chriſtianity. From 

nce alone, without any Warrant from Scrip- 
ture, have they ſet up their Idol Mediators; 
and eſtabliſhed their Image-Worſhip, Adora- 
tion, and Invocation of Saints and Angels, 
C 2 Service 


"— ws 
Servibe in an unknown Tongue, Communion 

in one Kind, and from hence alone have 
they drawn their Iverative Doctrines concern- 
ing Pap af fodulgences, Pardoths, | Diſpenſations, f 


and ſoeh hRe. | 
4 the Serbe and Piuriſces adorn 


*Laftty,” Did 
the Tombs and Sepulthtes of the Prophets, 
and tightecus Nen, 'who laid down thee” 
Lices in Atteſtation of the Truth, and at the 
fame Time perſecuted theit living Succeſſors; . 
ſo who ate they, who ate moſt ſcruptloufly 

e act in. Obſetvithee of Holy Days fet apart 
in Memory of Apo , Martyrs, and Con- 

fcffors? Who are who pay a ſaperftitious 
Veneration to Shrines and Relicks of departed 
Saints, and purſue at the ſame Time with 
Nancduf and Malice the living: If a formal 
ofttward Rebstcleur if Shew and Pageantty 
Without, à Spirit of Cruelty and Perfecution 
within, be the certaiti Marks of the true 
Chbreh; then has the Church of Rome am = 
Credeiitials to produce in it's Favour ; the 

in this Nution wrote the Spirit which ſhe 
bteaths in plain ard bloody Characters, and 
Has never failed to do the like wherever ſhe 
has had Opportunity, and tbe Bowels of Na- 
türe in the Executioners of her Wrath have 


not rebelled again; for the tender Mercies of 
the Proud are cruel, 


Having thus ſhewn negatively, what will 


not be Tuffitient to gain us Admiſſion into 
Heaven, it temains that 1 ſhew, wherein that 
Risbledudeß does conſiſt that will entitle us 


tO 


[a9] 
to it. But here I would not be mi 
to mean, as if by our own Righteouſneſs or 
any Works, . pos can do, we could merit, 
ſo as to lay a juſt Claim to the Happineſs 
of Heaven as our Right, a Debt of Dae ; but 
ly upon what Terms God has gracioufl 
promiſed to accept returni J G as s 
Objects of his Mercy throu n Cory 
Sinners J fay, for under t nom 
is every Deſcendant of the fallen Zn: = 
was ever born into the World, to be confi» 
dered. The ſole. meritorious Cauſe of the 
Remiffion of Sin, of our Juſtification, and 
Salvation conſequent thereupon is the Sacrifice ' 
of Chriſt; the Means, or Inſtrument, 
' whereby the Merits of this grand Atonement 
are applied to each of us in particular, is Faith 
in him. In this Phraſe- is the Condition of: 
our Salvation uſually expreſſed in Scri 
ius Believe and thou ſhalt be ſaves By 
Grace ye are Pe through Faith—By Faith 
ye are juſtified But leſt Men ſhould be in- 
duced to think that nothing more was in- 
tended hereby than a formal Aſſent of the 
Underſtanding, a mere ſpeculatiye Belief ; _ 
Phraſe in other parallel Places of Scri 
varied, and enlarged, and it is deſcri 
it's Effects, to be that inward Principle, t Pac. 
will infloence the Will and Affections; to be 
fuch a“ Faith, as is conſummated, or made 
perfect in Love, ſuch a Faith as will be pro- 
dactive of a new Life, will be active and 


lively 


0 Chntpans togethe 1-Cor. vii. 19. Gal. vi. 15. Ibid. v. 6. 
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Lively in the rene wing of our Natures, ſo as to 
tender us new Creatures; ſuch a Faith 
as will power fully incline us to Obedience, and 
keeping the Commandments of God. The 
Righteouſneſs of Faith then conſiſts in a ſin- 
cere univerſal, unteſerved Obedience to all 
God's Laws, Sincere, I ſay, becauſe an unſin- 
ning Obedience is above the Attainment of 
Man in his fallen Etate, Abſolute Perfection 
is the ſole Property of that ſupreme Being, 
who. chargeth even his Angels with Folly, and 
in whoſe Sight the very Heavens, the higheſt 
Order of Seraphs are not clean, but ſtill in the 
Goſpel Senſe we are commanded, in Propor- 
tion to the Powers and Capacities of our 
Nature, to be perfect as our Father which is 
in Heaven is perfect; that is, by way of Imita- 
tion, not Equality, we muſt aſpire after Per- 
fection in our Deſires, and Endeayours, and 
muſt- not. allow ourſelves wilfully and hat 5 
tually in any known Sin, ſo as to let it get 
the Dominion over us, that we ſhould obey 
it in the Luſts thereof. 
As contraries ſet off each other, and dark 
Shades ſerve to render the Rays of Light 
more viſible and conſpicuous to the Eye; ſo the + 
Character, which I have drawn at large of the 
formal Hypocrite will help to point out, and de- 
lineate more clearly, the Oppoſite one of the ſin- 
cere Religious Chriſtian. He will not content 
himſelf with mere Rites and Ceremonies, but 
| offer unto. God a reaſonable Service, and wor- 
Opt * in m_ _ in Truth; the humbleſt 
> = 3 HOO 
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Poſture of Adoration,” the Proſtration of whe 
Body, he conſiders as mere mockery of God, 
— proceeding from Humility, pd... Lowli- 
neſs within. A Senſe of his own-Depen- 
dance, and the All- ſufficieney of that ſupreme 
Being on whom he depends, will preſerve 
his Mind in a conſtant Tenor of :Deyotion, 
he will pray without ceaſing; but a vain 
Oſtentation of long and frequent Prayers he 
will cautiouſly avoid, as empty Sounds and 
mere Jargon, unleſs offered up with Underſtand- 
ing, Attention, and Fervency of Soul. He will 
not depend on outward Profeſſions of his Faith, 
but ſhew forth the Orthodoxy of his Opinions, 
by the Regularity of his AQions, by walking 
vprightly. Severe Mortifications, and bodily 
. Auſterities, will be no! farther valuable in his 
Sight, than- as Indications of a mortified con- 
trite Spirit, and inſtrumental to keep the 
undefiled, in Temperance, Seren and Cha- 
ſtity. He aims not at the Praiſe of Men, 
and therefore in all his Religious Exer- 
ciſes, in the diſtributing of his Alms, he will 
endeavour to ſkreen himſelf from the Eye of 
the World; being perſwaded that though 
be ſhould give his Body to be burned, 3 
he ſhould give all his Goods to feed the Pger, 
yet he would fail of his Reward hereafter; if he 
was influenced herein by a wrong Motive, 
and Charity was wanting within. He will 
love God with all his Heart, as a Being the maſt 
abſolutely perfect and amiable, Fas he will | 
"My to diſobey, or offend. him, as 'the,ouly 
1 8 


M thi the Gund, who has all the 
ings _ the Powers of Nature, 
at his n Diſobedience; 
and becuſe he fears him, therefore he will 
not be intimidated by the Menaces uf Men to 
{ſwerve from his Duty, as knowing that the 
Power of the Creature is circumſcribed, and 
cannot exceed thoſe Bounds which God has 
ſet it. He conſiders God as continually pre- 
ſent about his Path, and about his Bed, and 
ſpying out all his Ways, as conſcious and privy 
to the ſecret Tranſactions of this Breaſt, his 
moſt hidden Thoughts, therefore he endeavours 
to keep him always in Remembrance, and 
to preſetve a ray Reverence and Regard: for 
him upon his Mind at all Times and in all 

1 Places, in the private Retirement af ihe Cloſet, 
| | "as well as in the Face of the Congrega- 
tion; under the dack and filent Shades of the 
Night, when ſecreted from every Eye but 
that of his Maker, as well as when expoſed 
to View amidſt Crouds and Circles in open 
Day. He will keep bimſelf far from Tranſ- 
 grefſion, not only in outward Act, but even 
in Thought and Intention; he not only Will 
not ſteal, but alſo not covet hat is another's. 
He will not commit Adultrey, no nor even 
Indulge himſelf in unchaſte Wiſhes nor wan- 
ton Deſites. He will not be partial in his 
Obedience, but offer up to God the / whole 
Man: He will not hope to deceive Heaven, 


and atone for wilful Tranigteſſions of known 


5 Laws, by 2 . 


oY 


| which he lies under no ani to 
tranſgreſs, nor think to commute for his 
FT — Luſts by. external Obſervances. 
We have ſeen that Men may keep up 
a Form of Godlineſs, who are at the fame 
Time the fartheſt removed from the Power of 
it, For who, in the Eye of the World, 
were in greater Repute for Sanctity and Ho- | 
lineſs, than the Scribes and. Phariſees; yet 
though they juſtified themſelves in the r 
of Men, yet he who knew their Hearts pr 
nounces them rotten arid. unclean alle, 3 
and treats them with greater Aſperity than he 
did the Sadducees, who denied a future State; he 
characterizes them under the harſh A ppella- 
tions of Serpents, Generation of Vipers. 
The general Uſe that may be drawn from 
hence is, That Men ſhould be very cautious 
how they introduce Rites and Ceremonies in- 
to Arete Worſhip. Genetally ſpeaking the 
more ſimple and fewer theſe are, with greater 
Decency and Devotion will the Service be per- 
formed; and a juſter Notion of God and true 
Religion will be imprinted thereby on' the 
Minds of the common People. For how 
indifferent ſoever theſe Things may be ac» 
Eknowledged by x the firſt Impoſers, they 
ſeldom gth of Time to D 


and to be ee of neceſſary Obligation. 


The ſuperſtitious Uſages amongſt the Phari- 
ſees, which were ſo prodigiouſly increaſed in 
our, Saviour's Time, aroſe from very {mall Be- 


bann, and probably * a good W 


[ 26 1 
in weak though well meaning Men, A no- 
table Saying. recorded of the chief Founders 
of this Sect was, Let us ſet a Hedge about the 
Law, that Men __ be pt far off from 
'Eranſgrefſion. LEES 

And if we enquire, we ſhall find that the 
Corruptions both in Doctrine and Worſhip, 
which have ſo miſerably deformed the Chri- 
ſtian Church, did not grow up all at once, 
but by a flow and gradual Increaſe in ſeveral 
Ages . As in Individuals few have been 
known to have arrived at the higheſt Pitch 
of: Wickedneſs on a ſudden, without firſt 
paſſing through the lower Claſſes in the 
School of Vice. This Myſtery of Iniquity 
began to work early, ſoon after the primi- 
tive Times, till by new- Additions in ev 
| ſucceeding Age, it grew up at length to that 
enormous. Size, in which we now behold it 
under the D Denomination. of Popery. 15 

And this I think we may lay down as a 
* Maxim, that mere human Ordinances un- 
neceſſarily multiplied, and impoſed upon Men, 
have and always will in the End prove de- 
ſtructive to true Religion. Outward Forms 
have this Advantage above inward Sanctity, 
in that they make a Shew- in the Fleſh, and 
attract the Eyes of Men, and recommend 
themſelves to the Depravity of human Na- 
ture, preferably to the harder Duties of Juſtice, 
Mercy, and Faith; it being much eaſier to 
** the Knee, proſtrate the Body, and Tory 


Ain repente fuit 8 R mp 
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the: Hands, than to bow the dubbom Will, 
than to cleanſe and purify the corrupt Af. 


fections of the Heart. By this Means they 
come to be eſteemed the one Thing needful, 


like the lean Cattle in Pharaob's Dream they 


devour the fat and well-favoured, eat ont the 


Eſſentials of Religion, and leave it a mers 
empty ſhadow, a Body without a SuLt. 

The only unerring Standard whereby Wwe 
ought to regulate our Doctrine, our Worſhip, 
and our Practice, is the Word of God, it is 
able, and it alone, to make us wife unto Sal- 
vation. Would Men be perſwaded to form 


their Religion according to this'Plan; and not ; 


according to. their own faulty Syſtems, Pha- 
rifaical Pride, Rebellion, Cruelty, and Perſe- 
cution, could never be recommended for 


Chriſtian Virtues. ——But if the Light that is 


in thee be Darkneſs, how great is that Dark= 


neſs. If Men wilfully ſhut their Eyes againſt _ 


the Light of the Scriptures, Experience has 
taught us, there are no Abſurdities ſo contra- 
dictory to common Senſe, no Impieties ſo hei- 


nous, nor Blaſphemies fo ſhocking, which Men 


have not run into under the Pretext of Reli- 
gion. But I hope ye have not ſo learned Chriſt's 
Ve have not been taught to pay a blind im- 


plicit Obedience to any, nor to call any Man 
your Father or Maſter upon Earth, for one is 


your Maſter even Chriſt; You have not been 


— 


taught to receive any Thing as an Article of 


Faith, but what is contained in or may be 


proved from the Scriptures; aſſert and main- 
DF - 3 
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tain then this glorious Privilege of the Sons of 
God, of being only ſubject to his Will, as made 
known in the Scriptures ; and ſuffer not your- 
ſelves to be enſlaved to weak and beggarly 
Elements, to E, fettered by the Doctrines of 
Men. Eſteem thoſe ſacred Volumes, and 
prize them highly, both upon the Account of 
their Divine Authority, as being the Oracles of 
the God of Truth ; and the Importance of their 
Contents, as making known to us the Way of 
Salvation, If at any Seaſon our Veneration 
and Value for them ſhould be enhanced, it is 
then, when we are in apparent Danger of be- 
ing deprived of them. 5 e 
Nov that the Kings of the Earth ſtand up, 
and take Counſel together againſt us, thoſe 
Sons of Violence, who have turned the reſt of 
the World upſide down with Havock, Slaugh- 
ter, and Deſolation, have at laſt let looſe their 
Agents of Darkneſs upon us, and threaten us 
with ſpiritual Darkneſs, and Tyranny, worſe 
than Egyptian Bondage; let us manifeſt a juſt 
Senſe of the Bleſſings we have enjoyed by max- 
ing the utmoſt and moſt proper Efforts to pre- 
ſei ve them. But how weak and impotent 
are all the Efforts and Devices of Men, to de- 
feat the Counſel of God. Evils befal not a 
Nation by Chance, neither do Calamities ſpring 
out of the Duſt. There is an all-wiſe and 
Juſt Being whoſe Providence rules, and directs 
every Thing here below, without whoſe Per- 
miſſion even a Sparrow falls not to the Ground; 
and can we think that the momentous _ 
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of States and Kingdoms are exempted. from 
his Cognizance, and Direction? Second 
Cauſes are only Under-Agents, or rather the 
Inſtruments of his Hand. Whoever is con- 
verſant in Scripture, and knoweth not theſe 
Truths muſt be blind indeed. That all E- 
vents are in the Diſpoſal of God, — That he 
humbleth, or exalteth Nations, either as they 
forget his Ways, or keep them in Remem- 
brance. 7 1 

Let us then apply this Mirrour to our pre- 


ſent Circumſtances, and we cannot be t a 


Loſs to diſcover his Hand who hath brought 
Diſtreſs, and Anguiſh upon us; the true Cauſe 
and Reaſon of his viſiting us; and the moſt. 
effectual Means of preventing our utter Ruin 
and Der Ou nn 

Shall there then be Evil in a City, and the 
Lord hath not done it? But he doth not afflict 
nor grieve willingly the Children of Men ; 
for the real Cauſe therefore we muſt look 
amongſt ourſelves, and that is no other, than 
our repeated Sins, and Provocations ; for we 
have been a moſt rebellious People ; ungrate- 
ful, unthankful for paſt Mercies ; barren, and 
unfruitful under all the Means of Grace we 
have enjoyed: Therefore hath he let looſe his 
ſore Judgments upon us, if happily we' will 
learn Righteouſneſs, we have long heard the 
Thunder of his Wrath, but at a Diſtance ; and 
have we in earneſt endeayoured to diſarm the 
_ Inſtruments of his Vengeance, by a ſincere, 
and thorough Converſion to him? It is true 
we have for Years paſt had Days (et apart for 

| | | 75 0 il * 
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Humilation ; we have faſted and prayed, but 
it is to be feared not in ſuch a Manner as he 
has required, fot his Anger is not turned away, 
but his Hand is ſtretched out till, aiab ix. 
12.— And where are the Effects of our Re- 
formation? Is the tremendous Name of God 
leſs blaſphemed in our Streets? are our 
hurches more crouded, except upon ſolemn 
Occaſions for Fear of the Reproach and Cen- 
ſure of Men? Have Lewdneſs, and Debau- 
chery fewer Votaries ? Are Luxury and Ex- 
trabagance leſs prevalent ? And are their natu- 
ral Concomitants of Inſolvency, Fraud, Rapine, 
and Violence, more {eldom complained of a- 
mongſt us? Nay, (to the Shame of Britain's 
Sons be it ſpoken) ſince the devouring Sword 
has been permitted to approach our Borders, 
and. our Country lies bleeding in the extreme 
Parts, have Aſſemblies for Diverſion, and Places 
of Entertainment been leſs frequented ? Theſe 
Conſiderations I own afford but a melancholy 

Proſpect, and we may be aſſured that unleſs 
we do repent, and bring. forth Fruits meet 
for Repentance, though this Northern Evil 
ſhould be removed, and vaniſh, yet the Lord 
has Plagues in ſtore to puniſh and be avenged 
on ſuch a ſinful Nation as this.— But let us 
rouze ourſelves at length before it is too late, 
before the deſtroying Angel has Commiſſion 
to direct the Storms that hover all around us, 
to diſcharge their Fury upon our devoted 
Heads. Let us humble ourſelves under the 
mighty Hand of God, and not, like Dine 
Res a | ers, 
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blers, .draw near him with our Mouth, 1 
honour him with our Lips, when our Hearts 
are far from him; let us cleanſe and purify 
theſe inward Fountains of Corruptian, and 
then will our Outſide be clean alſo : Let every 
one of us in particular put away his own Abo- 
mination, and thereby contribute to a general 
Reformation. 

There is no one that has it not in his Power 
to put forth a helping Hand, and forward our 
Deliverance ; let him but pluck from his own 
Boſom that Enemy of his Country that lurks 
therein, that Traitor to his King, as well as 
Rebel to his God, I mean his darling Sin. 
And when we have tllus demeaned ourſelves 
to him as his People, we may reaſonably hope 
that he will ſtill be our God; That he will 
go forth with our Armies, and grant us as fig» 
nal Deliverances, as any we have heard with 
our Ears, or which our Fathers have told us 
of. We may boldly go forth in the Strength 
of the Lord God, when we thus make mens 

tion of his Righteouſneſs only, when we fly 
not to Images and Saints for Protection, which 
cannot ſave, but to the living God, the Lord 
of Hoſts, and ſeek to procure his Favour by 
offering him up the moſt pleaſing of all Sa- 
crifices, that of the Heart. When we have 
done this We may repoſe humble Confidence 
in his Mercy, and let us then acquit ourſelves 
like Men, in uſing all thoſe Means that Pro- 
vidence has put in our Power for ſecuring, 
the Continuance of the moſt incſtimable of 


Bleſſings 


2 — 


2 


v — 1 _ 


_ — 
_— . — 


——— — — —ů 


7 
— — - 
— bays — 


— = — = — — — — m 
rp / p OT I Ts 


. > _ 
. % 
— 


r . — 
. 


z 
„ 
/ 
; 
* 


. 
0 


, 


a * 
8 2 


4 — : Mn . — 
= Wd. —_ — + — — Þ> 
- on . > - —— » 1 WO . 
" S 1 rr D a 1 8 5 1 —— 25 — 
* * ; o N 5 C 
1 y 1 1 . * * 
. k,n X bY EY 1 
a * * 4 o 4 N 
* 5 2 
” pa my 

* =... 
= , * x 
1 * . * 11 
Y . 


Y * 
* 


4 3 32 1 


Bleſling s to us, and our Poſterity; as Engli ſh 


men in defending our civil Laws, and Liber- 
ties; as loyal Subjects, in paying all dutiful Al- 
legiance to that Prince whom not only our 
moſt ſolemn Oaths, but alſo that moſt mild, 
moſt juſt Adminiſtration which we have ſo 
long experienced, engage us to defend and 


ſupport; and as good Chriſtians, in aſſerting 


and maintaining that Chriſtian Liberty, with 
which Chriſt hath ſet us free, and refuſing to 
ſubmit our Conſciences to that worſt of 
Vokes, Papal Tyranny.——And laſtly, Let us 
offer up fervent and frequent Prayers to 
the Throne of Grace; that God would pleaſe 
to proſper theſe our Endeavours, that he 
would ſtrengthen the Hands, and eſtabliſh 
the Throne of our ſacred Soveicign ; ; that 
he would grant him the Hearts and Affec- 
tions of all his Subjects, defeat the Aims, and 
confound the Devices of all thoſe that would 
diſturb his and our Peace; that he would 
not ſuffer their wicked Imaginations to proſ- 
per, but let them fall in Ruin and Confu- 


ſion upon their own Heads; that we, being 


delivered from the Threats of our Enemies, 
from Popery and all it's dreadful Conſequen- 
ces, may ſerve him without Fear, in Righte- 
ouſneſs and true Holineſs all the "Days of 
our Lite, 
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